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INTRODUCTION

It has been said that *“if we do not get
is a lot of truth in that statement. Everything that we believe hinges upon our views on the first eleven
chapters of the Bible. If we compromise on one part of scripture then it opens the door to compromise
on all parts of scripture. You cannot just pick and choose what portions of the Bible that you care to
believe.]| n t hi s brief introduction |I°d Ilike to -
11 is so vitally important for the believer.

First of all, our faith hinges upon it. If Genesis 1-11 were not true, then nothing we believe can
be true. There are four basic hinges of our faith. 1 . G o0 d ! Asbeli¥vers, wle claim that the Bible is
the Word of God. Most all of us will stand strong on a verbal plenary view of scripture. Meaning that
every word is totally and completely inspired by God. Most every true believer would also claim that
since the Bible is inspired by God, then it must be totally accurate and it is completely true without any
error. This is the believer’s presupposition. All belief systems begin with a basic presupposition. Non-
believers generally have the presupposition that the Bible is not true and that God may not even exist.
Believers, on the other hand, begin with the presupposition that the Bible is true and that God does
exist. As believers, how can we say that the Bible is inspired by God and complete without any error and
at the same time compromise on Genesis 1-11. For example, if you do not believe that God created the
world in six literal days as is plainly shown in Genesis 1, then how can you believe the rest of the Bible? If
you do not believe in a universal flood, then how can you believe the rest of the Bible? If what God said
about creation is not accurate, then how do we know that we He says about salvation is accurate? The
bottom line is that if you compromise on Genesis 1-11 you will also compromise one of the major hinges
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of our faith, the word of God. 2. Creation. ‘Did God really create the worl

believe in evolution and God at the same time? After all, science gives proof of evolution. Perhaps, God
just simply started the evolution process.’
of believers and in the church. Basically, these are lies straight from the pit of hell. Our faith hinges upon
the fact that God created the world out of nothing and He did so in six literal days. If evolution is true,
then the Bible is false. Our faith would be in vain, if evolution were true. But, | have news for you,
evolution is not true. It is an unscientific assumption based on faulty data and preconceived ideas.
Evolution has nothing to do with science. As a matter of fact, if you study science in its purest form it
always substantiates the Bible and not evolution. If we compromise on the Genesis account of creation
then everything we believe would come into question. Having a clear understanding of the Biblical
account of creation is vitally important to our faith. 3. Sin. The reason we need a Savior is because of our
sin nature and the penalty of that sin. The Bible clearly teaches that sin came into the world through one
man, Adam. Sin exist in the seed of man, therefore, all who are conceived have inherited a sin nature.
Sin has a price. The price of sin is eternal separation from God in hell. The good news is that Jesus paid
the price of sin for us so that we would not have to go to hell. In the early chapters of Genesis we see
how sin came into the world. We also see when sin came into the world and the result of sin. Death,
decay, and suffering exist in our world because of sin. We know that Adam lived on this earth roughly
6,000 years ago. If we accept the view of the evolutionist and compromise on Genesis, then we would
have to explain how death and decay and suffering came before Adam. Those who compromise on
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Genesis will say that the earth is billions of years old and that billions of years ago there were animals
that lived and died and even animals that ate each other. They also say that the earth has been decaying
for billions of years. Now, if the earth has been decaying for billions of years and animals were eating
each other and dying billions of years ago, then what the Bible says about death, decay, and suffering
coming as a result of sin is false. If what the Bible says about the coming of death, decay, and suffering
coming into the world is false, then what the Bible says about sin coming into the world is false. If what
the Bible says about sin coming into the world is false, then what the Bible says about Jesus, the Savior
of man, is false. Do you see the danger of compromise? Do you see why it so important that every

believer have a clear understanding of Genesis 1-11? 4. Redemption. God’ s redemptive

Genesis. The story of redemption is like a crimson thread running through the pages of scripture. If
Genesis 1-11 is not literally and accurately true, then the rest of the Bible would not be true. The reason
Jesus came was because of what took place around 6,000 years ago in the Garden of Eden. Without
Genesis there would be no Gospels. If we compromise on Genesis 1-11 then we would have to change
the entire redemption story.

The second reason as to why we must come to grips with Genesis 1-11 is that our witness is
affected by it. Have you ever wondered why so few young adults come to church? Have you noticed
how that once a child reaches their college years they tend to fade away from the church? The reason
for this is because the church is not relevant to them. Our witness in the world has been diminished
because of our compromise on scripture. Think about it. In schools, children are taught evolution as fact.

God does not fit anywhere in the picture. When children cometo chur ch t hey hear

make Noah’'s ark | ook I|Iike a bath tub toy.

historically accurate book and as a practical book. The public schools have the children five days a week;
the church gets them for just an hour or two a week. To top it all off, many church leaders will support
evolution ideas. Some will even teach that God just simply started the evolution process. Most will claim
that they believe the earth is billions of years old. Our young people today desire truth. When we
compromise on scripture, then how can they believe anything we tell them? If we do not live out the
faith that we claim, then how can they have the same faith? The great compromise in the church today
onGenesisl-11 i s an attack from Satan. He knows

Word, then he can turn people away from God. Our young people are leaving the church today because
we have not given them the answers for our faith. The religion of evolution and even atheism has crept
into the doors of our churches. Now more than ever, we need to show the world that our faith is real
and that the Bible is true. We need to teach in our Sunday School classes how that true observational

sciencewilgi ve evidence to the truth of God’'s Word.
Word is the final authority in all matters.

cannot even been seen if we do not come to grips with the truth of Genesis 1-11.

The final reason as to why we must come to grips with Genesis 1-11 is that our worship depends
on it. If Genesis 1-11 was not historically and literally accurate, then why would we worship God? Think
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believe anything else He may tell us? We worship God because He is real. We worship God because He
created the world. We worship God because He provided a way for our sin to be paid for. We Worship
God because we believe in His Word. We worship God because of who He is. If God is not who He says
He is and if He did not do what He said He did, then He is nothing more than a ghost. You see, we must
understand the truth of Genesis and we must not compromise on it, because if we do, then our worship
of God is in vain.

In this study, we will carefully examine the first eleven chapters of Genesis. The purpose of this
study is to give us a solid foundation for our faith and to answer the questions of those who have fallen
into the great compromise of our day. We approach this study with the understanding that the Bible is
God’'s compl ete Wor d. -11Vite whatiit bkays antl weawltl quiattthe GByayeesasi s 1
the truth is revealed.
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CHAPTER 1: Who is God?




“I'n the beginning God..” These 8bleTheBiblenevero st pr C
attempts to prove the existence of God it simply assumes His existence. Our understanding of Genesis 1-
11 must begin with a firm belief in the existence of God. To say there is no God is foolish. As Proverbs
says, “Thed fiom | hihsat the asrafihink aboatriteWhen gou loolt at (e ditailéd
design of everything in the universe from the greatest star to matter itself, to say that it all got here by
some random chance or accident is foolish. It is obvious that God exists. However, the Bible teaches us
that we are to be ready to give and answer at all times for what we believe (1 Peter 3:15). At the same
time, we are not to answer a fool according to his folly. If someone insists that God does not exist, then
there is no need to argue with them. They are fools and until they open themselves up to the existence
of God then there is no reason for debate. However, at times there are some real, sincere, thoughtful,
and educated questions that as believers we should be ready to answer.

The first question to consider has to do with science. Is there any scientific proof for the
existence of God? There are many types of science; however there are two basic types that all other
science fits into. There is observational scigce which is based on what we can observe. There is also
historical sciengewhich deals with things in the past that cannot be observed; interpretations of the
past. Problems arise when we mix observational science with historical science. However, is there proof
for the existence of God that can be observed today? Just as in any field of study, there are certain laws
that apply to science. These laws of been formulated by careful scientific observations. One of these
laws is the law of logicThe naming of the laws of logic came from Aristotle. The laws of logic are basic
rules that are understood before a person can reason. These laws are followed by everyone in the
scientific community. One example of a law of logic is the law of non-contradiction. This law states that
any contradiction is wrong. For example if you sa
car is in the garage”, then t hi-entradictiant Eeenyeational i s f al
person would accept this law. But the question that is rarely raised is, why should we have such a law?
The secular scientist has no answer for this. For the Christian, however, the laws of logic fit with what
we are taught in the Bible. In his book, the ultimate proof,Jason Lis| e wr it es, Laws C
contingent upon God’'s unchanging nature. And the
rational reasoni ng woul d b e Thewverpesigseace df thedawsofldgih out t h
give proof to the existence of God. Another law is the law of cause and effecthis law of science states
that every cause has its effect and every effect has its cause. This law is the basis of all science. As such,
this law bears a relationship to the origin of the heavens and the earth. In fact, scientists agree that the
universe has not existed forever, that it had a beginning at some point in time. The theory of relativity

which is almost universally accepted among scientists has certain implications for this Law of Cause and

Effect. One is that the universe, defined as time, space, matter, and physical energy had a beginning,

that i1t is not eternal. And it is through Einstei

the universe back to its very origin,bac k t o what is called the ®"singul a

into being. Science has proven that the universe really did have a beginning. This obviously means that if

the universe had a starting point in history, then it obviously began to exist, and it must have a cause for

its existence. Therefore, if the universe needs a cause for its coming into being, then that cause must be

beyond the universe—which is time, space, matter, and physical energy. That cause must be something

similartowhat Christt ans cal | “God. " Even Richard Dawkins, pr



atheism of our modern ti mes, admitted in a “Ti me
incredibly grand and i ncompr ehensVYedtheeeis,amithatibey ond
God! Another scientific proof for the existence of God is found in the law of teleology This law is the

study of design or purpose in natural phenomena. This law of science essentially means that when an

object reflects a purpose, goal or design, it must have had a designer. Simply put, things do not design

themselves. This holds true for the things in the universe which proves that it had to have a Designer.

For example, the earth in orbiting the sun departs from a straight line by only one-ninth of an inch every

18 miles—a very straight line in human terms. If the orbit changed by one-tenth of an inch every 18

miles, it would be vastly larger and we would all freeze to death. If it changed by one-eighth of an inch,

we would be incinerated. The sun is burning at approximately 20 million degrees Celsius at its interior. If

the earth was moved 10% further away, we would soon freeze to death. If it was moved 10% closer, we

would be reduced to ashes. Are we to believe that such precis i on “j ust happened”? TI&
sun is poised at 93 million miles from earth, which happens to be just right. Did this happen by chance or

by design? 1t’s no small wonder t hat the Psal mi:
d e c | a hededvens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. It rises at one

end of the heavens and Thera keermny indredawsmofi sdiesceithatcantbed t he o
used to prove God’' s exi s tseornwheeher or8ad theretis gciensifit gpravfe r t h e
to the existence of God, the answer is a resoundi
has said in his heart there is no God.” Tois say th
why we cannot argue with those who claim there is no God, because they are fools.

A second question to consider is, what is the name of God? The Hebrew word for God in

Genesis 1:1 i s .tHhie thewsuprerde, God, ceedton dmd rylen of all things. There are
many names that are attributed to God but one name sums it all up. This name is found in the account
of God’'s <call t 0o M-A4slethis phsqage, Mdses asks God whatdHig rame3s.: Ghd3

simply r eplhiteppwe r'flulA M t.a tWseod &!iTherde is really ndAnbhie to;describe
God, He simply is. Nothing compares to the greatness of God. In our finite minds, we cannot
comprehend who God is, so God just simply says, | AM.

A third and final question to consider is that since God does exist, what is He like, what are the
attributes of God? God is infinite, meaning, that He is unlimited. The fact that God is infinite can be
described in His attributes. The first attribute of God is that He is eternal. God always has been and He
always will be. God is the beginning and He is the end. This is a truth that is beyond human
comprehension and must be accepted by faith. A second attribute of God is the fact that He is
immutable.This means that He is unchanging. Hebrews 13:8 says that He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. God is consistent in all His ways. He is consistent in His justice, righteousness, forgiveness,
grace, etc. We serve a God who never changes! A third attribute is that God is omnipresentThis means
that He is everywhere at all times. If you study Psalms 139, you will find that you cannot hide from the
presence of God, He is everywhere. Beyond being everywhere at the same time, He is everywhere at all
times. God is beyond time. He is in the past, He is in the present, and He is in the future. He exceeds
time. God is also omniscient.This means that He is all-knowing. He knows all things. He knows more
about you than you know about yourself. To get to know yourself, you must know God. A final attribute



of God is the fact that He is omnipotent.God is all-powerful. He is above all things. He creates things
with His very words. He is the great star breather.

This all-powerful God loves you and He loves me. He loves us so much that He became one of us
so that we can relate to Him and know Him in a personal way. He loves us so much that He gives us
grace and He gives us eternal l'ife with Him for
beginning God.. "7

In the Beginning Chapter 1 Student Guide



Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A comprehensive study of Genesis 1-11 (Introduction and Chapter One)

Lesson Overview

In the lesson we will look at why it is important for us to understand Genesis 1-11. We also
consider the question of: Who is God?

Lesson Outline

l. Why is understanding Genesis 1-11 so important?
A. Our faith hinges upon it
1. God’ s Word
2. Creation
3. Sin
4. Redemption
B. Our witness is affected by it
C. Our worship depends upon it
I. Who is God?
A. Is there scientific proof for the existence of God?
1. Laws of Logic
2. Law of Cause and Effect

3. Law of Teleology

B. What are the attributes of God?



1. Eternal

2. Immutable
3. Omnipresent
4. Omniscient

5. Omnipotent

Additional Notes

Discussion Questions

Can you argue with someone who insists that God does not exist? Why?
Why is it so important that we understand Genesis 1-11?

Explain the law of teleology.

According to 1 Peter 3:15, what should we be ready to do?

el

Chapter 2: Evolution and the Compromise of the Church




In this chapter we are not necessarily debating evolution vs. creation, however, we would like to
examine the history of evolution. Where did it come from and what are its roots? When we discover the
true history of evolution we will learn that evolution is not a science, it is a religion. Unfortunately, many
in the church today have adopted evolution as science and have attempted to make room for evolution
in the Bible. Just the very nature of attempting this is dangerous and leads to many more questions that
would undermine our faith.

Before we examine the history of evolution, we must first look at what evolution, as we know it
today, actually is. When we use the term ‘evolution
the idea that I iving things in our world have cor
starting from some mass of subatomic particles and radiation which began around 20 billion years ago.
This is what evolution is defined as in public schools across America. There are four basic areas of study
within the sphere of evolution. 1. Cosmology is the branch of astronomy which deals with the origin of
and formation of the general structure of the universe. 2. Abiogenesis refers to the first life, the
production of living organisms from inanimate matter. 3. Micro-evolution refers to populational and
species change through time. Though we need not be dece i ved by t heev otleurtm o‘nrhi, ¢ rtoh
actually a scientific fact that does not undermine scripture but rather can be seen in scripture. This
micro-evolution is a change in the variations within a species and not changing into whole different
species. 4. Macro-evolution refers to the progression to more complex life forms. This is what most
people think of when they think of evolution. This obviously has never been observed and is
scientifically impossible. The i dea of ‘“nat ur a&d in ®rguhcion tvithamitro- i s a
evolution. However, t he pr oc e s bebdief in evautoh. Watuaal sel ec
Selection is based on the observation that there is variation among individuals in a population. However,
these variations cannot create something new. The classic example of this is the peppered moth. This
moth changed its color in response to its environment. In the industrial era of England, the white moths
shifted to dark moths allowing for camouflage against predatory birds. Before the population shift both
light and dark moths were present. The environment allowed one shade to flourish. There are also seen

limitations to this process of adapting. Evolutionist will use thisassocal | ed ‘ proof’ for
However, there is no such proof. The moth did not turn into another animal it just adapted to its
environment . Genesis tells us that God created tl
anot her ‘ ki nd’ mobtuettainlg sdapttand chkngerbaded ondtseemvironment.

The idea of evolution came to the forefront with the publication of the famous book by Charles
Darwin. The following is a basic overview of the history of evolution: “Known around the world is the
name of Charles Darwin and his history changing book "On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection" subtitled "the Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life" published in 1859. As a
young man Charles Darwin was always interested in nature, but since his father saw no future in being a
naturalist, he was sent to the University of Edinburgh to study medicine. At 16 he left Edinburgh without
a degree and enrolled in Christ College at Cambridge University to become a clergyman, since most
naturalists of the day were clergyman. He Received his B.A. degree in 1831 in theology and was
recommended by the Reverend John Henslow, professor of botany, to Captain Robert Fitzroy of the
HMS Beagle to participate in a surveying voyage around the world. Darwin was 22 years old when they



sailed from England in December 1831 with the primary mission of charting sections of the South
American coastline. While the crew charted the coastline, Darwin observed the distinctive nature of
South America and was puzzled by the geographic distribution of species. At the Galapagos Islands
Darwin came across several types of finches that although were very similar had apparent adaptations
to their particular environments. By the time they had sailed from the Galapagos Darwin had read Lyell's
Principles of Geology, and began to doubt the Church's position that the earth was only a few thousand
years old. Later Darwin would theorize that these new forms were the result of the accumulation of
adaptations to a different environment (Campbell 1990, 428-429). By the 1840's Darwin had worked out
the major features of the theory of natural selection as a mechanism for evolution but did not publish it
immediately. Incidentally, Darwin spent most of his adult life in a semi-invalid condition whose cause,
either organic or psychological, to this day remains unclear but he did nevertheless write extensively
and pursue his research. The idea of natural selection as a source of new species was later to be co-
discovered by Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913). Wallace, unlike Lyell and Darwin was raised in poverty
and had no formal higher education at all, learning his knowledge of biology by extensive field
experience in the Amazon and East Indies. He also held native people of the tropics in high regard in
contrast to the frequently held views of racial superiority of Caucasians held at that time. At 21 Wallace
was introduced to spiritualism and would later become a leader in the spiritism movement and write on
the subject. Wallace wrote a two part article on the subject and later the definitive textbook, "Miracles
and Modern Spiritualism" in 1876. (Morris 1989, 171). In 1855 Wallace published a paper on the origin
of species which made Lyell and Darwin realize how close Wallace was to Darwin's research. While
Darwin was procrastinating on the publication of Origin, Wallace made a very curious contribution to
science while in the Malayan Jungles. "I was then (February 1858) living at Ternate in the Muluccas, and
was suffering from a rather severe attack of intermittent fever, which prostrated me every day during
the cold and succeeding hot fits. During one of these fits, while again considering the problem of the
origin of species, something lead me to think of Malthus' Essay on Population..." (Morris 1989, 172
qguoting Wallace - The Wonderful Century...) "Then it suddenly flashed upon me that this self-acting
process would necessarily improve the race, because in every generation the inferior would inevitably
be killed off and the superior would remain - that is, the fittest would survive. Then at once | seemed to
see the whole effect of this..." (Morris 1989, 173 quoting Wallace - My Life) Further, "... the whole
method of species modification became clear to me, and in the two hours of my fit | had thought out the
main points of the theory. That same evening | sketched out the draft of a paper; and in the two
succeeding evenings | wrote it out, and sent it by the next post to Mr. Darwin." (Morris 1989, 173
quoting Wallace - The Wonderful Century) At that point Darwin was persuaded by his friends Lyell and
Hooker to stop work on the "big book" and quickly publish an abstract, a shorter version instead. Lyell
and Hooker then presented Darwin's 1844 sketch and Wallace's 1858 paper to the Linnean Society on
July 1, 1858. Darwin's "abstract" of 490 pages was published in 1859 as On the Origin... and the rest is
history. (Taylor 1991, 130-131). Had it not been for Wallace to act as a stimulus, Darwin may not have
written Origins and the course of history could have remained unchanged. Morris summarizes this best
... "Herein was a marvelous thing! A theory that Darwin had been developing for twenty years, in the
midst of a world center of science and with the help and encouragement of many scientific friends, was
suddenly revealed in full to a self-educated spiritist, halfway around the world, alone on a tropical island
in the throes of a two hour malarial fit. This is not the usual route to scientific discovery." (Morris 1989,



173)” (www.bestbiblesceince.org) As you can see, the very means by which Darwin was inspired to

publish his book is questionable. It is also known as you study the personal life of Darwin that he was
very troubled by the death of his daughter. He also become very frustrated with the church and was
angry at God. He never really denied the existence of God outright but eventually claimed to be an
agnostic. The basic premise for writing his book was not for the sake of science but in order to diminish
the influence of the church and to retaliate against God for all the trouble and strife in the world. It is
also important to note that evolution was also based on very racist ideas. As matter of fact it is believed
that Darwin and his companions used human remains as experiments. Consider the following: “In the
late 1800's and early 1900's many in the scientific community viewed non-Caucasian races as
evolutionary ancestors, human subspecies, and/or not quite human. As a result of this thinking humans
of certain races were treated as laboratory specimens. The Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
holds the remains of 15,000 individuals of various races and it appears that 10,000 Australian Aborigines
were shipped to the British museum in an attempt to determine if they were the "missing link". Some of
the leading evolutionists of the day, including anatomist Sir Richard Owen, anthropologist Sir Arthur
Keith and Charles Darwin himself wanted samples. Museums were not only interested in bones, but of
fresh samples and pickled Aboriginal brains, and good prices were being offered. Tragically, there is
evidence that Australian Aborigines may have been killed for use as specimens. Consider these notes: "A
death bed memoir from Korah Wills, who became mayor of Bowen, Queensland, in 1866, graphically
describes how he killed and dismembered a local tribesman in 1865 to provide a scientific specimen".
Edward Ramsey, curator of the Australian Museum in Sydney (1874-1894) published a museum booklet
that appeared to describe Aborigines as "Australian animals". It also gave instructions on how to rob
graves and plug bullet wounds in freshly killed "specimens". He complained in the 1880s that a
Queensland law to stop slaughtering Aborigines was affecting his supply. Amalie Dietrich, a German
evolutionist (nicknamed the 'Angel of Black Death') came to Australia and asked that Aborigines be shot
for specimens, so their skin could be stuffed and mounted. "Although evicted from at least one
property, she shortly returned home with her specimens." "A new South Wales missionary was a
horrified witness to the slaughter by mounted police of a group of Aboriginal men, women and children.
Forty-five heads were then boiled down and the best 10 skulls were packed off for overseas." The above
guotes and paraphrases are from: Creation ex nihilo, Vol 14, No. 2, March - May 1992, pg. 17. This
perverse tale of human debauchery can only be regarded as another bad fruit of evolutionary thought.
The racist ideas that stem from evolution is seen at its worst with what is known as the case of Ota
Benga. In 1906 the crowds thronged the monkey house exhibit at the Bronx Zoo (New York Zoological
Park). Here were man's "evolutionary ancestors" - monkeys, chimpanzees, a gorilla named Dinah, an
orangutan named Dohung and an African pygmy tribesman named Ota Benga. Ota Benga was brought
from the Belgian Congo in 1904 by noted African explorer Samuel Verner along with other pygmies and
displayed in an exhibit in the 1904 St. Louis world's Fair. Ota Benga (or "Bi", which means "friend" in his
language) was born in 1881, had a height of 4 ft. 11in. and weighted 103 Ibs. Although he was referred
to as a boy he had been married twice. His first wife had been captured by a hostile tribe and his second
wife died by a snake bite. After the St. Louis exhibit, Ota found himself at the Bronx Zoo which at that
time was under the direction of Dr. William T. Hornaday, who was considered a bit eccentric. Hornaday
believed animals had nearly human thoughts and personalities, and he could read the thoughts of zoo
animals. He "apparently saw no difference between a wild beast and the little Black man" and insisted


http://www.bestbiblesceince.org/

he was only offering an "intriguing exhibit". (Jerry Bergman, Creation Ex Nihilo, Vol 16, No 1 Dec 1993-
Feb 1994 p. 49, quoting Carl Sifakis, "Benga, Ota: The Zoo Man", in American Eccentrics, Facts on File,
New York, 1984, p. 253) The exhibit was immensely popular and controversial; the black community was
outraged and some churchmen feared that it would convince people of Darwin's theory of evolution.
Under threat of legal action, Hornaday had Ota Benga leave his cage and circulate around the zoo in a
white suit, but he returned to the monkey house to sleep. In time Ota Benga began to hate being the
object of curiosity. "There were 40,000 visitors to the part on Sunday. Nearly every man, woman and
child of this crowd made for the monkey house to see the start attraction in the park - the wild man
from Africa. They chased him about the grounds add day, howling, jeering, and yelling. Some of them
poked him in the ribs, others tripped him up, all laughed at him." (Creation Ex Nihilo, quoting Phillip V.
Bradford and Harvey Blume, "Ota Benga: The Pygmy in the Zoo", St. Martins, 1992, p. 269, from the
"New York Times" Sept. 18, 1906) At one point, he got hold of a knife and flourished it around the park,
another time he produced a fracas after being denied a soda from the soda fountain. Finally, after
fabricating a small bow and arrows and shooting at obnoxious park visitors he had to leave the park for
good. After his park experience, several institutions tried to help him. He was placed in Virginia
Theological Seminary and College but quit school to work in a tobacco factory. According to Hornaday
(who probably had evolutionary racist views) "he did not possess the power of learning" (Creation Ex
Nihilo, Vol 16, No. 1 Dec. 1993-Feb 1994, pp. 48-50). Growing homesick, hostile, and despondent Ota
Benga borrowed a revolver, and shot himself in the heart, ending his life in 1916. As is clearly seen,
evolution has a very questionable history and leads to the most disturbing beliefs and actions.

Now that we have seen a brief history of the idea of what evolution is really all about, let us now
turn our attention to the fact that evolution is not a science but rather a religion. It needs to be
understood that both evolution and creation are religious beliefs based on certain presuppositions. No
matter how much scientific evidence you give the evolutionist, he will still deny the Bible and claim that
evolution is a fact. The same is true for creationist. As creationist we begin with the presupposition that
God exists and that He created the world. No scientific data will ever change the mind of a true believer.

Consider this quote from Theodosius Dobzhansky,

il luminates al/l fact s, a trajectory which

science? We b st e r ’arg telld us thét b m@ligion is a cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to
with ardor and faith. This is a great description of evolution. The idea that the origin of the world came
from something that cannot be observed and the philosophy that man is just an animal that evolved
from lower life forms and holding to that belief in a dogmatic way no matter the evidence shows is
clearly a form of religion. It is a humanistic religion that focuses on man as the supreme being on the top
of the so-called evolutionary chain. Evolution is an idea that must be accepted by faith as creation must
be accepted by faith. However, belief in creation is different in the sense that we have the Bible that
gives answers and the fact that basic scientific observations always substantiates the Bible. Yes, because
we were not there to observe creation we must accept it by faith, but faith in creation is far more logical
and scientifically substantiated than evolution could ever be. The point we need to understand is that
the issue between creation and evolution is not a debate concerning science, however, it is a difference
in philosophy, it’'s a-vkewttle between confl
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Unfortunately, the religion of evolution has infiltrated into the church and Christian colleges and
seminaries across America. Not long after evolution became widely accepted, the church was challenged
to give answers. Instead of standing strong on the authority of scripture, the church began to come up
with ways to unite evolution with Genesis 1-2. Some of these attempts include the gap theory, day-age
view, the day-gap-day view, framework hypothesis, and Adam as a metaphor. There have been sincere
and godly men who have fallen prey to some of these ideas in order to somehow make peace with the
evolutionist. These compromises leads to the destruction of our faith and the atheists know it. One
at hei st website says, “No Adam & Eve means no nee
have an agenda to cause Christians to question the authority of the Bible. They know that if we begin to
compromise on Genesis then our entire faith is destroyed. One of the prominent compromises on
Genesis that is taught even in Christian colleges including by some professors at the school in which |
studied in the so-called Gap Theory. The purpose behind the Gap Theory is to attempt to account for the
geological record given by evolutionist concerning the age of the earth. However, just the very idea of
such a theory brings the whole Bible into question. As matter of fact in Matthew 19:4-5, Jesus Himself
mentioned that God made male and female at the beginning. We know that Adam lived on this earth
roughly 6,000 years ago, therefore if they were created at the beginning then how could we say the
earth is millions of years old? Mark 10: 6 says,
and f ewhpawowd.Jebus say that if Adam and Eve were not created at the beginning and the earth
is really millions of years old? Since the Gap Theory is one of the most prominent theories accepted by
many Christians it is important that we include the following article from the 1987 edition of creation
magazine by Henry Morris:

“1In t he beginning God creat ed Gendsihh e1:1). heaven
‘“And the earth was wdarknbsowadupoh therfare, of the dedp. Andothe Spjrit a n d
of God moved upon tdenesisi:A 0Many people abstime thavesista gréatsgap’in - (
time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. Most of these do this to accommodate the geological age
system of billions of years of supposed earth history in the Genesis record of creation. The idea is
something like this: billions of years ago God created the spacemass-time universe. Then the geological
ages took place over billions of years of earth history. The different forms of life developed that are now
preserved in the fossil record. These life-forms represent those ages - the invertebrates of the Cambrian
Period, the dinosaurs of the Cretace ous Peri od . .. final l-men’heofmatmmea
Tertiary Period - just before the recent epoch. Then the idea is that, at the end of these geological ages,
a great cataclysm took place on earth, with Satan having rebelled in heaven and many of the angels
following him in that rebellion. God, therefore, cast him to the earth, and the earth underwent a great
cataclysm, leaving it finally without form and void, and with darkness on the face of the deep, as
described in Genesis 1:2. Subsequently, accordingto thisidea—usual | y known -a@dthe ‘g
then re-created or reconstituted the earth in the six literal days of creation recorded in the first chapter
of Genesis. Thear gument for this theory makes verse two r
void’ (some would render it *‘The earth became was
beautiful world. But now, because of the cataclysm, it was a devastated remnant of a world, so that
there was a change of condition. It became without form and void.
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A significant problem with this idea is that the
I't should not nmeé .trlansilsattelde ‘Helcraew ver b of being

transl ated ' was’ . I n all the standard transl atio
rendered. On some occasions, in an unusual situation if the context requires it, the word can be
transl ated ‘became’ . There ar e s oBnfarthe treenéndonsc e s | i k
majority of ti mes, however, when the verb is usec
indication in the immediate context that it should be rendered by a change of state, where it became
somet hing which it wasn’t, one would normally ass

how the situation existed at the ti maitiallyWitheit ear t h
form and void. Some people use Isaiah 45:18as an ar gument f orGentskh 2.l s e of
this verse, |l saiah says that God created the eart
vain’ is the same as tohu; t hat i Genesis 1:h e S®armeg awor
theorists say that since God did not create it that way, it must have become that way. But again, the

cont ext is significant. I n | sai ah, the context re
not create the earth without a purpose; He created it to be inhabited. Genesis 1 tells us then how He

brought form to the unformed earth and inhabitants to the empty earth. It was not really finished until

He said so at the end of the six days of creation. The word tohu is actually translated 10 different ways in

about 20 occurrences in the Old Testament. Isaiah 45:19 has the same word, and there it has to be

transl ated ‘“vainly’ or ‘i n vailsiah45:18. it depesdsoathes 0 pr op
context as to how it is to be precisely translated. In Genesis 1:2 the context simply indicates the earth

had no structure as yet. It was unformed; it was not even spherical at that point, but was comprised of

only the basic elements of earth material.

Sequence

Further more, it is important to note that the
waw), and this same conjunction introduces every single verse of the first chapter of Genesis, so there is
a sequence of actions implied. There was this happening, and then this happened, and then this
happened, and then this . . . each following directly upon the other. When it said that God created the
heavens and the earth, and the earth was without form and void, the implication is that this was
immediately following the creaton. An ot her ar gument of t htleeereisthath o a d v c
the word ‘darkness’ suggests t haltsiahsif7maystthatiGadg i s wr
created the darkness. In order for there to be day and night, which was necessary for the further activity
of God and man upon the earth, there must be day and night. So God actually had to create darkness.
Thus there is nothing implicitly wrong with it being dark. God created it that way. Darkness later came to

represent, in some contexts, a symbol of evil—as opposed to light—s i nce ‘' God 1is | ight a
d ar k n e slsohralts). Batlinlthe cor(text here there is no evil connotation suggested. On the other
hand, there are many overwhelming difficulties wi

this as the interpretation of Genesis 1:2. The idea that the geological ages took place in between Genesis

1:1 and 1:2 is precluded by the plain biblical statement in the Ten Commandments, whereGod s ai d, o
six days, the LORD made heaven axodus26:H) Thatis, Het he s ec¢
was telling man that he must work six days and rest one day because God worked six days and rested

one day. The context goes on to say that everything in heaven and earth and in the sea was made in six

days. There could have been nothing left over that was not made during the sixdays. The ‘ gap’ t hec
on the other hand, would require that only the surface of the earth was reconstituted in the six days.

The earth’s core, the basic structure, the great
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so on, all of this would predate the six days of Creation. But God says specifically that everything in the
earth and in the heavens and in the sea was made in the six days.

Death Before Sin?

Theologically, there is also a very grave diffic
deathuntimanbrought them into the world. According to t
been billions of years of suffering and death in the world, represented by the fossils and the

sedi ment ary rocks of the earth’s cergeblegical agesehi ch a
According to the ‘gap’ theory, at the end of the

and then there was a great cataclysm, so that the geological ages with billions of years of suffering and

death took place before Satan sinned and certainly before man sinned. The Bible, on the other hand,

says specifically that ‘by one maRomad5mM2),eorthater ed i r
therewasnodeat h in the world unti/l man brought sin in:
years of suffering in the world before man or even Satan had sinned, and that means that God Himself

would be directly responsible for sin in the world. God couldn o0 t be the author of sin.
is precluded theologically.

u
h

Non-Science

Scientifically, it won' t work either, because
whi ch some people try to accommodat geologistg calt h e ‘g
‘“uni formitarianism’ t hat i s, the continuity of pr

world. The very structure of the geological age system is based on the assumption that present rates

and processes are the same as those that took place in the past. There is no room for a world-wide

cataclysm interrupting those processes in the system of the geological ages. That is why no geologist

woul d ever accept t he ‘ g a-wide catablyenotiiatywouldldestropalitlee r t o h
pre-cataclysm mountains and cast them into the sea, so that there was the deep everywhere, and then

blow billions of tons of debris up into the sky so that there was darkness over the deep everywhere, as

Genesis 1:2 describes it, it would have to be a world-wide nuclear explosion, or volcanic explosion, or

something which would literally disintegrate the crust of the earth where the fossils and the
sedimentary rocks arethatident i fy t he geol ogi cal ages. So the ‘g
for the geological ages in order to accommodate them! It is a self-negating theory scientifically; it
creates overwhelming scientific praebl ¢TiheeforeNNo geol
we have to reject the ' ganpsisl:2t Weeao be yonfidestthatasimpleat er pr e
and straightforward, literal interpretation of the biblical record will satisfy all the real facts of geology.

Through <careful examination of scripture | to
need to understand that when you attempt to unite the Bible with the ideas proposed by the religion of
evolution, we bring the entire Bible into question. This is exactly what Satan did in Genesis three in his
temptation of Eve. He began by questioning God’ s
must then question the whole thing. This compromise amongst Christian circles concerning Genesis has
grown to encompasses many great and well-known Christian leaders of our day. Consider some of the
following quotes:
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“From a superficial reading of Genesis 1, the
creative process took place in six twenty-four hour days. If this was the true intent of the Hebrew
aut hor .this seems to run counter to modern scient
was creat ed s ev e+Da Gleason AtcHer(@TnProfessogfr s ago . ”

It needs to be understood here that Dr. Archer is assuming the scientific research he refers to is correct.
He does not realize that the scientific research may very well be based on faulty data and coming from a
secular and humanistic world-view. As believers we must not stray from the fact that the Bible is the
final authority in all matters, including science.

“At first reading the creation account seems to
twenty-four hours each. We conclude, however, that ultimately, responsible geology must determine
the | ength of —bDrherdolewis¢Tisedlogy Pribfassorg . "

Wow! Geology is the authority? We look to geologist for the ultimate answers instead of the Bible? This
is absurd. A professor of theology should know better! The list goes on of men who have compromised
on Genesis: Norman Geisler, C. John Collins, John Piper, Kenneth Matthews, among many others. All of
these men and other like-minded fellows are basically teaching the church that geology and science is
the final authority even above scripture. God forbid! This compromise has taken a very bad turn in
recent days. William Dembski, a professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary has gone to the
extreme of compromising on Adam and Eve. In his book End of Christianitijie writes:

“For the theodicy | am proposing to be compatibl
existing human-like beings from outside the Garden. In addition, when they enter the Garden, God must
transform their consciousness so that they become

humans experience outside the garden before God breathes into them the breath of life would be

experienced as natural evils in the same way animals experience them. The pain would be real, but it
would not be experienced as divine justice in response to willful rebellion. Moreover, once God breathes

the breath of life into them, we may assume that the first humans experienced an amnesia of their

former animal life: Operating on a higher plane of consciousness once infused with the breath of life,
they would transcend the lower plane of animal consciousness on which they had previously operated-

though, after the fall, they mightbetempt ed t o resort to that | ower

This is the kind of garbage that is being taught in some Christian colleges and seminaries. This is what
men being trained to be pastors are learning from their professors. May God help us! Notice this
encouraging article by John MacArthur: Now, because the Bible is so clear about this in Genesis 1, and
then giving us an even further and more detailed look at this creation, rehearsing its elements in a
broader way in chapter 2, you face a test at theveryoutseto f t he Bi bl e. You' ' re not
first verses of the Bible, you're not going to ge
Bible, the first two chapters in the Bible without facing a test. And the test is this, do you believe the
Scripture? Do you believe the Scripture? That is the test. No one gets past the opening verses of the
Bible without having to face the test of whether or not that person believes the Bible to be the
authoritative Word of God. Do you submittoScri pt ur e? Genesi s 1 is your fir

N



Well there are a lot of people who believe that and there are a mass of people who call themselves
Christians who believe that Genesis is an inadequate presentation of what happened and we have to
marry it with scientific discovery in order to get to the truth. Let me help you, folks, let me help you. Get
past that notion and you will free yourself from needless doubts and endless confusion. Get past the
idea that science, listen, makes any contribution to an understanding of creation. It makes none. Now
this may shock you. There is no such thing as the science of creation. There is no such thing. It does not
exist. Why? Because there is no scientific way to
test for any Christian ministry that you might be drawn toward, either to participate with them, to
support them in some way. | would suggest that you ask any ministry, any so-called Christian ministry,
especially a Christian college, Christimygoursemi nar
friends or your children to, or church that you might attend, one question. And here is the first question
you should ask them. Write it in a letter and send it to them next time some ministry solicits money

from you. “Do yout tbhelliietver a&lo mphteerepryetiaat i on of Ge
Ask them that. There are 106 Christian coll eges i
would say yes to that. A hundred and one would say no. Just exactly does Genesis 1 and 2 mean then if

it doesn’t mean what it says which even a child

means? And at what point can we trust anything th
i s your view of G ecdl ehs dttisude bf ady rdanizatidn]) anyviinistty towasd v
Scripture. And i f they believe that Scripture is
right answer. If you get the wrong answer, then they have a weak view of Scripture. And if they reject
Genesis 1 and 2, then you can ask them the other
where do you st ar tlcoldedt bgeee nore gvith tviacarthuB Thb issee Détween

evolution and creation is a matter of what you believe concerning the Bible. There is no way that you

can claim to have a high view of scripture and compromise on Genesis. You either believe the whole

Bible or none of it.

A final encouragement for believers is stay faithful. There are constant attacks that will continue
until Jesus comes. We cannot waver from scripture as the final authority in all matters. It is vitally
important that we educate ourselves in the issues attacking the church today especially in this area that
is so foundational to our faith. As t he scripture says, “Be ye steadf
the work of the Lord forasmuchasy e know t hat your | abor is not in v



In the Beginning Chapter 2 Study Guide

Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A Comprehensive study of Genesis 1-11 (Chapter Two) www.chrisnoland.org

Suggested Reading

The Lie: Evolution by Ken Ham

The Ultimate Proof of Creation by Dr. Jason Lisle
Lesson Overview

Evolutionis areligiousbe | i ef 't hat i n many cases has infiltr
must stand firm on the authority of scripture and not give in to the lies of evolution.

Lesson Outline

l. What is Evolution?

A. Definition: The idea that living things in our world have come into being through
ungui ded naturalistic processes’
radiation which began around 20 billion years ago.

starting
B. Terms
1. Cosmology
2. Abiogenesis
3. Micro-Evolution
4. Macro-Evolution
5. Natural Selection
Il. History of Evolution

A. Charles Darwin: On the origin of species by means of natural selection: the preservation
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B. Racist foundation
1. Aborigines
2. OtaBenga
M. Evolution is a religion
A. Definition of religion: A cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to with ardor and faith
B. The battle between evolution and creation is a battle between conflicting world-views
V. The great compromise
A. Gap-theory
B. Day-Age theory
C. Day-Gap-Day theory
D. Framework Hypothesis

E. Adam as a metaphor

Concluding Thoughts

William Dembski, a professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary has written a book
wherein he claims that Adam and Eve began as human-like beings outside the garden and was later
placed in the garden and struck with some form of amnesia so they would not remember their past. You
see where compromise on creation and the age of the earth leads to?! This is the kind of garbage that
many men who are training for ministry are being taught. It is time that we stand for the truth and bring
to light the apostasy that is plaguing our churches and schools.

Discussion Questions

1. Explain why evolution is a religion and not a science.
2. What are some of the theories that are used to compromise on Genesis 1-2?
3. What can we do to make the truth known?



Chapter 3: The six days of creation

In this chapter we will give answers to the questions regarding the days of creation and also give
an overview of the creation week. Understanding the six literal days of creation is foundational to our
faith.

Exodus 20:11says, 6 C2 NJ Ay & A mhaddteaveén and Edbth, fh@searand all that in them
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understand that the Bible is inspired by God. Holy men were moved by the Holy Spirit to write the words

of scripture that was revealed to them by God. However, there is even a greater significance when it

comes to this verse. These words in Exodus twenty were inscribed on tablets of stone by the very finger

of God. The children of Israel were instructed to work for six days and then rest on the seventh day just

as God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh day. A clear understanding of this verse

alone leaves no doubt that God created the world in six literal days.

There are many more reasons for us to believe that God created the world in six literal days.
One is the simple understanding of the Hebrew wor
and night cycle. It can also be used to describe a length of time or age. However, in the case of Genesis
one it is very clear that God meant for us to understand that He created the world in six literal days as
we would know of a day today. Every time in the Old Testament when this word for day is associated
with a number, it always refers to a literal day. Why would it be any different in Genesis one? If we are
going to be consistent in our interpretation of scripture, we cannot deny the fact that God created the
world in six |iteral days. Al s osed totddicebe 4 lieralrdsy. ‘ eveni
Why would God put those words in the creation account if the days were not literal days? Then we have
Genesis 1:14 where it uses the same word for day to describe the division of day and night and a
measurement of time for days, seasons, and years. When you follow a consistent method of interpreting

scripture, you must consider the context of the e
part of the chapter, but something else in another part of the chapter? It also should be noted that
outside of Genesis one the word ‘day’ is used wit
day. 38 times we find the terms ‘evening and morn
a literal day. 23 timeswe f i nd the terms ‘evening and morning’
refers to a I|iteral day. 53 times we have the wol
day. So, the question again wo ulteing different inv@enesiswo ul d t
one?

One objection to the literal days of creation in Genesis six that is often raised, and rightly so, is
how can the days be literal when God did not create the sun until the fourth day? This is a very good
question, however, there is also a very logical explanation. First of all, we must understand that when
you take the scripture at face value and you just simply read it without any bias or outside influences,
you will come to the conclusion that God created the world in six literal days. We must also begin with
our understanding that God says what He says and means what He says, even when may not understand
it. When there does seem to be some confusion, as in this case with the fourth day of creation, we can
assume thatbecaus e God’ s Word i s true t h e Thedxdhaeatiorto thisi st be



guestion may be more simpler than you think. Concerning this question it needs to be understood that
the sun is not needed for day and night. What is needed for a day is light and a rotating earth. God made
light on the first day and the structure of
implies a rotating earth. So, if we have light from one direction and a spinning earth, there can be day
and nightt The next question that iis raised would
very good question, but it has a logical explanation. We do not have an exact answer, because we not
told directly in Genesis 1:3. But, consider Revelation 21:23, which tell us that one day the sun will not be
needed because the glory of God will light the heavenly city. Perhaps God did it this way to show us that
the sun did not have the priority in the creation that some may propose. God also knew that some will
try to worship the sun as the Egyptians did, therefore the priority in creation is not given to the sun.

t he

be, fy

Notice what the early church father Theophilus s

existence. Since God has foreknowledge, He understood the nonsense of the foolish philosophers who
were going to say that the things produced on earth came from the stars, so that they might set God
aside. In order therefore that the truth might be demonstrated, plants and seeds came into existence

before stars. For what comes into existence later cannot cause whatispr i or t o it
this question is a prime example that there

Another objection that is given to God creating the world in six literal days is what it is found in 2

The <co

Peter 3:8 which tells us that ‘one day i s wi

that in the context of this verse there is no talk of creation. It is not referring to the days of creation. This
verse is not saying that a day is a thousand years; instead it is comparing a real day with a real thousand
years. Read Psalms 90:4. In this verse we find a thousand years being compared to a short period of
time. Also, if a day is a thousand years in the Bible then you must be consistent and interpret it the same
way throughout the entire Bible. So, what is the explanation? We need to understand that God is
omnipresent. He is everywhere at all times and He surpasses all time. God is eternal, time does not
matter, so, a day is asa thousand years to God.

ar e a

th ttr

Do you see how easy it is to be deceived? God’

interpret it correctly. Every question that men pose concerning the Bible, there is always an answer.
Satan knows that we are easily deceived; therefore, his number one tactic to destroy the church is to
cause us to question God’'s Word. I f t herieoutj
pray, and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, because there is an answer.

We will now turn our attention to the creation week itself. When you read Genesis one you find
a very clear account of how God created the world. The first day of creation is very fascinating. On this
day God creates the basic structure or the foundation of the heavens and the earth and He also creates

S

S ome

the 1ight. [ |l ove the reading throughout Genesi s

all He must do is speak and things are created. We are not sure exactly what the light that He created is
but we do know the source of that light and that is God Himself. On this first day, God also divided the
darkness and |l ight and created what we know
or the atmosphere. The firmament is the heaven or the sky. At this time it is used to separate the waters
on the earth from the waters above the earth. What that looked like, we do not really know. However, it
is understood to be sort of a greenhouse effect where there was a natural mist and no need of rain. On

as a



the third day God creates the dry land. He forms the seas and the dry land appears. It must be
understood that the dry land appeared after the gathering of waters which would have an impact on the
appearance of the land as did the world-wi d e f | o osday. dlfo onNh& &hind’ day, we have the
appearance of grass, seed, and fruits. On the fourth day, we have the creation of the lights in the
heavens. The sun to rule over the day and the moon to rule over the night were created in addition to
the lesser lights or the stars and planets. What is interesting here is that the sun comes after grass and
fruit is growing upon the earth, once again showing that the sun was not the priority of creation. Now
on the fifth day we see the creation of animal life. There appears in an instant full grown sea creatures
and birds of the air. On the sixth day we have the creation of beasts of the earth. Full grown animals
appear all over the planet including the dinosaurs. Then, here is where we come in. On the sixth day God
creates male and female. In chapter two of Genesis we find that man is formed by the very hands of God
from the dust of the ground and the woman is created from a rib taken from the side of the man. After
the creation of man, God stepsbac k and | ooks wupon His master
the seventh day, God rested from the work of creating the world. Another interesting note is how God
creates the days and there is exactly seven days in the week just as we have today; perhaps another
small tidbit of information for those who oppose six literal days of creation.

In all of this we find that the ultimate purpose of creation is to display the glory and power of
God. For us, it is our duty to worship Him and obey Him. The question for mankind to consider is, will we
submit to our creator or will we go our own way?

pi
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In the Beginning

Chapter three study guide

Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A Comprehensive Study of Genesis 1-11 (Chapter three) www.chrisnoland.org

Lesson Overview

In this lesson we will shed more light on the fact of God creating the world in six literal days and give an

overview of the creation week.

Lesson Outline

How do we know for sure that God created the world in six days?

mooO WP

The Bible tells us so

Understanding of the word ‘day’ in Genesi

The measurement of time in Genesis 1:14
Explanation of the fourth day (do you have to have the sun in order to have a day?)
Explanation of 2 Peter 3:8 (“a day i

The Creation Week

o0 w® >

First Day = Foundational structure of heavens and earth.

Second Day = Firmament or atmosphere (sky)

Third Day = Dry land appears along with vegetation and the seas are gathered together.
Fourth Day = Lights to rule the day and night and to use as signs so living things can
determine days, seasons, and years.

Fifth Day = Sea creatures and birds are created fully grown.

Sixth Day = Land animals are created fully grown. A fully grown man is formed from the
dust of the ground and women is made

Discussion Questions

1.

Why should we accept a literal interpretation of Genesis 1?

2. What does the uniqueness of the world tell us about God?

3.

In looking at creation, is there any doubt as to the existence of God and as to who He is?
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Chapter 4: The Creation of Man

In Genesis chapter two we have the more detailed account of the creation of man. It should be
noted that though man is a creation of God, man was not created out of nothing as was the rest of
creation. Man was made from the dust of the earth and was given certain responsibilities to care for the
rest of creation.

There are several things to consider when it comes to the creation of man. In this chapter we
will examine the following: Man-f or med by Gorda de hiam dGo dMastakénifin@ang e , Wo n
man, and Man-His responsibility.

The first subject to consider is Man-formed by Godin verse seven of Genesis two we find these
words, 4! YR GKS [2NR D2R FT2NXYSR YlIy 2F GKS Rdad 27 I
ONBIGK 2F fAFST | Yy RTheé¥aiafing thibgBéreYis$hatlGod tid ndtiuyt sheakinzf ® €
into existence, but He carefully formed man with His very hands. What do we learn from this? We learn

that God cares about every detail of your life. Psalm 139 tells us that God knew us when we were just a

bl ob in our mot herudsy wohneb .g rWwhwetnh yoofu astbaby iin a
amazingly a life being carefully formed and shaped. This is love. God loves us so much that He designed

each of us in a unique and special way.

Secondly, Man-Y I RS A Y D ZhR ribturd t¥$ uslib GRnesis one that man was created

in the image of God. A | ot can be said about what
that it is the same word to describe appearance or status. Ancient kings would have statues of

themselves builtinor der to instill their “image’ in the mind
is a ‘status’ symbol in the creation. We , as mank

also are created in His image in that we have a spirit, soul, and body. The soul is the part of us that lives
forever, either with God in heaven or apart from Him in hell. The spirit is our personality. God has made
each of us different with various strengths and weaknesses. No two people are exactly alike. Each of our
various personalities displays the glory of God and His creative power. We also have a body, flesh. This
flesh is our earthly tabernacle that due to the existence of sin is prone to suffering, pain, age, and death.
One day, as believers, we will have a new body that with the presence of sin no more, we will have no
suffering, age, or death. We are also made in His image in that we have a mind, emotions, and a will. We
are able to think like God thinks. We have been given the ability to reason and to think logically. We
experience emotions just as God does; we hurt, we cry, we have joy, and anger. All of these unique and
special attributes of man-kind display the wonder and glory of our creator.

We also need to understand Womentaken from man.In verse 21-25 we find women being
made from the rib of the man. This 1s another di s
consi der is how the woman is taken *‘from man.’ T
God. He is to care for creation and for the woman. He is not to lord over the women, but rather lead her

and guide her and care for her. The man and his wife are one flesh and they work together for the good
of their family. Both man and woman has a distinct role and responsibility in this life and this is
understood throughout the pages of scripture.



A final thought concerning the creation of man is Man-his responsibilityMan is given the
responsibility to care for God’'s creation. Now, I
to care for this planet. We are to nurture it an
creation and study it for the purpose of bringing the ultimate glory to God who is supreme.

It is an amazing and wonderful thing to be created in the image of God. We should embrace the
responsibility that comes from being made in His image and we should to glorify God through the way in

which He made us.
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Lesson Overview

This lesson will show how mankind was created and what it means to be created in the image of God.

Lesson QOutline

l. Man-formed by God
Il. Man-cr eat e d magan
A. Image = Status
B. Soul, Spirit, and Body
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Chapter 5: The Fall of Man

In chapter three of Genesis we find the historical account of when sin came into the world. The
man and the woman whom God had made, finds themselves in the beautiful garden of Eden, however,
there is a hidden danger. God gave them strict instructions on how they are to care for His creation. In
Genesis 2:16-17 He tells Adam that he can eat of every tree of the garden except the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The question can be raised here as to why God puts this tree in the garden
and allows man to be tested. | believe that God puts man to a test because of His love for him. In every
dispensation of time we find a test that man must face. The root of each test is the choice that man has

to receive God's |l ove for h thimg. Here, in theo dispergagion oft
innocence we see such a test. God is giving man the opportunity to choose whether or not he will accept
God’s |l ove. This is the reason for the tree

In verse one of Genesis three we are introduced to the serpent. This serpent is perhaps a
dragon-like creature that has the ability to speak. In verses 14-15 we see the curse placed on the serpent
which sheds light on who the serpent might be. A prophecy is given in verse 15 that from the seed of the
woman, the messiah would come to free the world from the curse of sin and the head of the serpent
will be bruised. This indicates to us that the serpent is Satan. Now the obvious question then is; how did
Satan get in the Garden of Eden? Beyond this question we must also consider when the angels were
created, because Satan, though fallen, is an angel. We do know that angels are created beings; the
guestion is when were they created? Exodus 20:11 tells us that God created the heaven and the earth
and all that in them isduring the creation week as recorded in Genesis. We can argue that the abode of
the angels is the heavens, if this is true, then we could say that the angels were created on the first day
of creation. It is unclear as to whether or not the angels were created during the creation week,

God

of

however. Look at Job 38:4-7 . We see mention here of the ‘sons

reason and must be accepted by faith. When it comes to the issue concerning the creation of angels, we
must simple accept the fact that the angels are created beings, but as to when they were created,
remains unclear. We do know, without doubt based on Job 38:7, that the angels were present at
creation. This then brings us back to the text at hand in Genesis 3. It is assumed that Satan fell from
heaven sometime between the first day of creation and the temptation of Eve. Though the scripture
does not give us a specific time as to the fall of Satan, we do know it happened (lsaiah 14:12-15) and
that it had to have occurred after creation and before the temptation of Eve.

Now that we have established who the serpent is and how he must have come to the garden, let
us turn our attention to our main purpose of this lesson and look at the fall of man in more detail. Satan
comes to Eve and begins to plant seeds of doubt in her mind. This is where sin originates; it begins with
questioning the Word of God. Satan poses the question on
telling Evaohave indeostaod what&dd said, surely God did not mean that you cannot eat

Eve,

t

ar e

of this fruit.” We see the same thing happening
begin to doubt what God’'s Word gieuslyswhichiintturnwiill | | I

lead to disobedience. This is why we as believers must have answers for the questions that come up

of
These angels were apparently present jaty.t hredotwieme
God tel bkcare, Jbbt hd6D have understanding.” There

1

ea



concerning our faith. We must have a strong view of scripture as the final authority in all matters. We

cannot allow ourselvestod o u b t what God’s Word says, we must ac
not understand it completely. One thing we learn about Satan here is that he always does the opposite
of God’'s pl an. Being obedient t o at&ohtbwsw tolnterfeit hen i n

at you. Satan may twist the Bible in order to deceive you, but he will always do the exact opposite of
what God says. This is seen in our day in many ways. One of those ways is the very issue that we have
already discussed concerning whether or not we take Genesis literally. When questions rise that causes
us to turn away from a clear reading of scripture, you can be assured that those questions can be traced

back to Satan. He knows that i f rdbhan heccanrhinderaha s e Chr
message of the Gospel from going into t Nagiccewor | d
Satan’s approach liidl & dr ®2RiQAg 2 BWR: o0Wed mM0OX KS / KI

OKIF £t Sy 3SQa (v.D. 2nRHlEnging Bal At @vBri turn, Satan will try to break down the fact
that God is good. This is exactly what he is doing today as he uses the evil in the world to bring questions
into people’s minds as to why God would allow suc

As this narrative unfolds we find Eve making two very bad choices. First of all, she listens to
Satan.Instead of standing firm on what she knew God told them, she gives Satan her ear. Many times,
problems with sin will rise in our lives when we start to listen to what the world tells us. When we listen
to what the world tells us, we find ourselves deceived by the lie of Satan. Now | know that it is important
for us to be educated and know what it is that the world is saying so that we can be better equipped to

give an answer for our faith. But , we need to be v
the devil .’ I n ot her words, do not give the devil
to what the secular world says for the sake of information and education, but we must not listen to

them in the sense that we have an open mind to theirworld-vi ew. You may say, “wel |
too dogmatic or too narrow-mi nded . ’ Wel | , t he way | | ookthea't it

truth, than our entire thinking and our entire world-view should be based solely on scripture. | t s okay t

be open-minded to the things of God; it is not okay to be open-minded to the philosophies of men. The

second mistake that Eve makes is when she makes an emotional choictn verse six it tells us how she

saw the fruit and how that it looked good to her. The combination of listening to Satan and looking at

the fruit was a very bad combination. 3hhiestheseeds o
l ooking at the fruit and desires it. You see, t hi

I f we do not know the Bible and our minds are not

can find ourselves believing anything. The reason many Christian have adopted the idea of evolution, for

example, is because they simply do not understand the Bible. Ephesians chapter four speaks of this

when it says that if we do not understand doctrine then we are tossed to and fro by the deceitfulness of

me n . I f we do not have the firm unwavering founda
that we could not fall for. The most dangerous thing a Christian can do is when we become sympathetic

toward the world and the philosophies of men. We cannot base what we do and believe on the

emotional appeals of men. All that we believe must be grounded on the authority of scripture and we

cannot give place to the philosophies of men.



In verse six of chapter three we see it mentioned that Adam was with Eve. Here wesee! Rl Y Q&
Failure.Perhaps Adam was observing the conversation that Eve was having with the serpent and he
does nothing to stop Eve from giving in to the 1t
intervene. The responsibility of Adam included the care of Eve, obviously, Adam failed in this
responsibility. A great lesson can be learned here. When the man of the home fails in his responsibility,
disaster will strike. The reason there is so many broken homes today is because of the failure of men to
take their God-given responsibility as the spiritual head of the home seriously. If you are a young lady
looking to get married, | would encourage you to look for Godly qualities in any prospective spouse.
Does he have a strong relationship with Jesus? Is he faithful in the study of the Word of God? Will he
insist on taking his family to church and being actively involved in church? Will he lead his family in the
study of God’'s Wor d? Wh e neismalanger Adlamlfailed to intérersné ar eas
rescue Eve from Satan. He failed in his responsibility. As a result of his failure, his family is handed over
to Satan. When men fail in their responsibilities, they are in a sense, handing their family over to Satan.
We need real me n’ today who are not afraid to t
gap for their families.

N

In verse seven and on down through the remainder of Genesis three we see the results of sin.
The first result of sin is sepration from GodWhen Adam heard God walking in the garden, he hid
himself, because he knew he had done wrong. His relationship with God was strained. There was a
separation between the man and God. Ro eathisghe 3: 23 t
ultimate price of sin. Physical death occurs as a result of sin, but more importantly, spiritual death
occurs. The ultimate price of sin is eternal death in hell. In hell, you will forever be in the state of death.
There will be pain beyond anything you can imagine and there will be no way to escape, no way to
return to God. Another result of sin is strained personal relationshipsiotice how Adam immediately
bl ames Eve. He says, ‘' God, t his WO man m algb e me d
emphasizes the fact that God gave him the woman. Essentially, Adam is blaming everyone but himself,
including God. Is this not exactly what we do when we are accused of sin? When we are accused of sin
we are very quick to shift the blame. We never like to think of anything as being our fault. When God

approached Eve, she blames the serpent. Basically
something, the devil does not make us sin. We sin out of our own choosing. Eve was not forced to eat
the fruit. AlI Satan did was to plant seeds of do

our own. A third result of sin is the battle of good and evilt is believed that the serpent was a beautiful
creature that was able to stand upright. After sin came on the scene, the serpent is now the snake,
roaming around on his belly. Inverses 15-1 6 we see that Satan’s kingdom,
continual battle with man. This battle will continue until Christ sets up His kingdom on the earth. In
verse 15 we also see the prophecy concerning Jesus. Even though man has sinned, God, out of His love
for man, will provide a way of salvation. Jesus would be crippled by Satan on the cross, but Christ would
deliver the fatal blow by crushing the serpents head. A final result of sin is sorrow and sufferingLadies,
you can blame the pain of childbirth on Eve. As a result of sin, women suffer in bearing children. This
curse is not a direct result of any personal sin you may commit, however, it is a natural effect of the
presence of sin in the world. The ground is cursed and man must work with the sweat of his brow in



order to provide for his family. Essentially, as a result of sin, life is hard. Sorrow, pain, suffering, sickness,
disease, conflict, wars, etc; all of these are results of the presence of sin in the world.

Though sin is a horrible thing and has caused great pain in the heart of God and in the lives of
men, through it all God is goododAs tGhhael sengoay b
came down to this earth in the form of man, Jesus Christ. He willingly laid down His life and paid the
ultimate price of sin for us. Now, all who believe in Him can be free from the penalty of sin, the power of
sin,andonedayf ree from the very presence of sin. The ¢
given your life to Him?



In the Beginning Chapter five study guide

Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A Comprehensive study of Genesis 1-11 (Chapter Five) www.chrisnoland.org

Genesis Chapter Three

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, we will look at the fall of man and the curse of sin.

Lesson QOutlm

l. The Serpent
A. Whois he?
B. How did he get in the garden?
Il. Temptation of Eve
AL Attacking God’s Word
B. Chall enging God’s Word
C. Chall enging God’ s Motives
M. Eve’s bad choices
A. Listens to Satan
B. Makes an Emotional Decision
V. Adam’s Failure
V. Results of Sin
A. Separation from God
B. Strained Personal Relationships
C. Battle of Good and Evil
D. Sorrow and Suffering
VI. Solution to the Problem of Sin

Discussion Questions

Who is the Serpent?
What were the two mistakes that Eve made? How do we make the same mistakes today?
Why is there so much pain and suffering in the world?

il e

What is the solution of the problem of sin?
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Once sin gets a foothold it continues to build. In Genesis chapter four we have the historical
account of Cain and Abel. Here we see the ugly head of sin. The sin nature is passed through Adam into
his sons and it results in the first death of a h
with the birth of Cain and Abel. In verse one, we see that Eve recognizes that the child comes from the
Lord and she understands her role in bearing children. It should be understood here that children are a
blessing from God. Though there is the natural process of procreation, the enablement of that process
comes from God. All children ever conceived are gifts from God. No child is an accident. Proverbs 17:6
says, “Children’s children are the c¢r ownlknow ol d nm
for me, one of the greatest blessings of my life is my children. | love spending time with my children.
They bring so much joy to my life. Children are truly a gift from God.

In verse three of Genesis four it mentions tha
how much time has gone by, but Cain and Abel are obviously full grown men at this point. They come to
the Lord to bring Him an offering. It needs to be understood here that, contrary to what some may
think, this is most likely not a sacrifice for sin. This was a regular sacrifice that was customary with
Adam’ s f amdiAbelywere ptohablyntaught by their father to worship God on a regular basis.
The mode of this worship was a sacrifice being offered to God. Each man brought a sacrifice based on
his profession. Cain was a tiller of the ground, as was his father, while Abel was a keeper of livestock.
Abel brought the firstlings of his flock while Cain simply brought some of the fruit that he had grown.

There is no indication that Cain brought the fir:
offering, but Cai n’ s, He r ej ect eGbd seed the leeartiveee is hothing aththeloraeay
that causes us to believe that Cain’'s offering wa

very good. Often time’'s pPbepl wi Will |l dokagbodhewoi
come to church and sing songs of praise with a big smile. They will give a good amount of money when
the offering plate passes by. They will serve in various areas in the church. But, yet, their worship, their

sacrifice, is not acceptable to God. Psalm51:19-2 0 says, “For thou desirest no
it; thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, t hTfohue wialctt snotofd ensoprisshe.p” have their g

of the believer, however, God is not concerned with the things we do as much as He is concerned with

our attitude and our motives. Cain was like many Christians today, he gave to the Lord out of obligation

rather than out of love. God saw his heart; He knew that Cain was just going through the motions. What

about you? Are just going through the motions? Why do you do what you do? Is it because you really

love God or is it just something that you do? Only you and God know what is on the inside. Examine

yourself and see if your motives and attitude is pure. As a pastor, this is something that | do regularly.

Often times | ask myself why | do what | do. Do | preach and teach because | enjoy it? Do | visit the
hurting because it’'s just my job? Do | serve Him
ourselves, dig deep, and make sure that we are worshipping and serving Him in a way that He will accept

and bless.

In verse five of Genesis four we see that Cain became very angry over the fact that God
accepted Abel’'s offering over his. He became fr us



unrighteous anger leadstomoresinn ver se seven itdesays’ thatotken

snare of sin will grab hold of our lives when unrighteous anger broods within us. Do you get angry with
God? Do you get frustrated with God when He does not give you what you want? Cain obviously already
had something against God as he worshipped half heartedly. There was already a sinful attitude in his
heart. He came to God for the wrong reason. He came to God expecting something in return instead of
coming to worship out of love. When he was not satisfied, he became very frustrated and angry. Oh my,
if we were honest with each other, we would have to admit that we have done the same thing that Cain
did. We serve God because we think that in so doing, God will do something for us. We give to God
thinking that God will in turn bless us and give us more. If this is our motive going in, then we will never
receive anything from God. We should serve Him because we love Him. We should give, because we
desire to please Him. We should sacrifice unconditionally and unexpectingly. When we do not get what
we want and anger begins to build, it owi ||
heart, he turns on his brother Abel, and ki
Here we find the first murder and the first death of a man. This was a sad day in the history of man as
the reality of sin and the consequences of the fall begins to set in.

In verse 9-26 we see the results of sin. The curse of sin is passed from one generation to the

next. Sin continues to increase in the hearts of men as it eventually leads to another murder. Lamech,
who was Cain’ S greagghebt grandson, admits to his family that he also killed a man. It is evident
throughout scripture and throughout history that the sins of a father are passed down to his sons and
his sons children. We see that in our world today. Most children will follow the footsteps of their
parents. Many will take on the same trade and live the same type of life. With this, however, is the
terrible thing of sin. The sins that a father struggles with are often passed down to his children. The only
way to break the cycle is for one person to say enough is enough, | will not follow the sins of my parents;
| will do what is right. Perhaps you are that person that must break the cycle of your family. Even though
sin is passed down from one generation to the next, we cannot blame our sins on the previous
generation. We make our own choice to sin. Just as we make our own choice to sin, we can make the
choice to reject the sin and follow after holiness.

To break this vicious cycle of sin, there is only one solution. Jesus is the answer to our problem
with sin. Only He can free us from sins snare. It is only through a personal relationship with Christ that
the ugly head of sin can be brought down in our lives. Do you have such a relationship with Jesus?
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In the Beginning Chapter six study guide
Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: a Comprehensive Study of Genesis 1-11 (chapter five) www.chrisnoland.org

Lesson Overview

The rise of sin continues in the lives of men. In Genesis chapter four we find the first death of a
man, which happens to be a murder. This lesson will deal with the continued affects of sin.

Lesson Outline

l. The blessing of children (4:1-2)
Il. Lessons learned

A. God sees the heart (4:3)

B. Unrighteous anger leads to more sin (4:5)

C. The curse of sin is passed from one generation to the next (4:9-26)
Il Breaking the cycle of sin

A. Trusting in Jesus alone

B. Determining to break the cycle

Additional Notes

Discussion Questions

1. How much of a blessing is it for you to have children?
2. What can you do to control anger?

3. Do you see a cycle of sin in your family? How can you be the one to break the cycle?
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The study of the genealogies recorded in scripture may seem rather boring to some. | must
admit that when | read through scripture, | often skip over the long list of names that | cannot even

pronounce. However, we must vannbg mspimttoraaf God dndhia t
profitable..” When we | ook a l|little closer at

interesting facts that is profitable to our understanding of the Bible as a whole, which in turn give
greater credence to our belief in the word of God.

The major question that comes to mind is
scripture?’ The answer to this question is
of scripture is because it makes the Bible more authentic. These are real people with real names who
lived and walked on this earth. We also find that the genealogies coincide with the message of the Bible.
Looking at the genealogies helps us to understand the Bible in a literal way and gives proof to the need
to study the Bible through a literal historical grammatical hermeneutic.

There are some very interesting facts that we can learn from the early genealogies in scripture,
in particular with what we see in Genesis chapters four and five. First, we see further proof for a young
earth. In this study we have already dealt with the issue of creation and the need for believers to stand
firm on the fact that God created the world in six literal days. We also must make sure that we look to
scripture as the final authority and that we do not sway from a literal historical grammatical view of
scripture. There is much evidence that substantiates the Biblical account of the world. No matter how
much supposed evidence that secular scientist give for an earth that is billions of years old, there is just
as much evidence, if not more, that shows that the earth is much younger. The purpose of our study
here is to not look at an exhaustive list of all the evidence but to simply show what the scripture says.
When you study the genealogies in scripture, you will find that the earth would be dated not much more

than 6,000 years ol d. How do we know this?
creation God made tetusacknowlalgedthefact that Ad@mmedIEve wete mdde
at the ‘beginning of creation.’ Now, |l ook at

the earth. When you look at the generations recorded in scripture and you count back from the time of
Jesus we find that Adam was created roughly 4,000 years before Christ. From the time of Christ till now
is roughly 2,000 years. Therefore, we may conclude that the earth is just over 6,000 years old. We have
already established that God created the world in six literal days. This must be true because Adam is
given an age. Since Adam is created on the sixth day, then the days of Adam began on that day.
Therefore, the sixth and seventh days of creation would have to be literal days. If the six and seventh
days are literal then so would the other five days. So, you see, very clearly in scripture, we have proof
t hat earth is a young earth in comparison

genealogy simply provides even more proof of the Biblical fact that the earth is just over 6,000 years old.

t

The second interesting fact that we need to understand is the separation of the line of Abel

(Seth) and the line of Cain.Genesis four we see the account of when Cain killed Abel. In the latter part
of the chapter it gives the genealogy of the line of Cain. In chapter five we find the genealogy of Adam
and the |Iine of his son Seth. We see the bi
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his wife again; and she bore a son, and called his name Seth: for God, said she, hath appointed me

anot her seed instead of Abel , whom Cain sl ew."” N o
Adam and Eve sinned, God already had a plan in place to send a Savior. Abel was the one who was to
car ry the ‘seed’ by which the Savior would come. I

scriptures place a huge significance on the blood sacrifice of a lamb. Of course, we know that Jesus is the
Lamb of God who made the ultimate sacrifice for us on the cross. Cain was a tiller of the ground, of the
earth. He brought forth the fruit of the ground which couldbea pi cture of man’s achi
pl easures of the world. Al throughout Heknsm Oory we
that God had a plan in place. He knew that there would be a counter attack for what happened in the
garden when he tempted Eve to sin. Satan saw that Abel was a keeper of sheep. He knew that there was
something important pertaining to the care of an animal, for God killed an animal in the garden to make
coats of skin for Adam and Eve. Cain, however, followed in the way of the fruit. Satan then put two and
two together and realized that the seed of Abel would be the one through which an atonement for sin
would be made. So, he planted seeds of jealousy and anger and resentment in the heart of Cain. He
used Cain to attack the ‘seed.’ But , God is al wa
another son to replace Abel and it is through the line of Seth that the Savior comes to the world. Was it
just a coincidence that Abel was a keeper of sheep? Was it just a coincidence that Cain, keeper of the
ground (the earth) was the one to kill Abel? No, of course not! This is what makes the Bible so

remark abl e. This is why if we don’t get the beginni
redemption runs like a thread through the pages of scripture. My friend, God knows what He is doing.

He is real and He is in control and He has a plan, and Ido n ’ t know about you, but [
His plan!

Another interesting fact that we find in the genealogy of Adam is the man that walked with God
all the way to heaverin Genesis 5:21-24 we see the account of the life of Enoch. Now Enoch was a son
of Seth. Enoch begot Methuselah who begot Lamech who begot Noah. So, you see, Enoch was also
carrying the ‘seed’. Enoch, however, had a very u
like to think that Enoch walked with God in a literal sense as did Adam in the garden. He obviously had a
special relationship with God. His relationship with God was enjoyed by God so much that He took
Enoch. Some say that this could be a picture of the rapture of the church. | am not sure we can go that
far, but we do find a man here that had a very special relationship with God. What about you? Are you
walking with God? Do you have a special relationship with Him? Is your time with God so sweet at times
that it seems you are just going to walk right on up to heaven with Him? O, that we would be known as a
people who walk with God. When our last breath is taken and our body is laid in the ground, what will
people say? What will be our legacy? Will we be known for walking with God?

Another interesting fact that we find in the genealogy of Adam is that Methuselah is the oldest
man recorded in scriptureWhat it interesting about the life of Methuselah is that he was a
contemporary with both Adam and Noah. He would have been an adult when Adam died and he lived all
the way up until right before the flood. No doubt, Methuselah would have sat and talked with Adam,
after all, they were a part of the same family. Imagine the stories that Adam would have told. Perhaps
the reason Noah was found as a righteous man was because he believed what his father and



grandfather told him concerning how Adam sinned e
then forced him to leave the garden. | wonder if Methuselah even went to the edge of the Garden of

Eden and saw the Cherubim that guarded the garden and kept people from going in. Perhaps he even

took Noah to see the Cherubim standing in front of the garden. The Garden of Eden was not destroyed

until the flood, therefore, these men may have stood outside the garden. Perhaps this was a testimony

to them. Perhaps this is the reason as to why Enoch walked with God and Noah was found as a righteous

man. Perhaps through the witness of their fathers and the testimony of the garden they believed in God

and it was counted to them for righteousness.

The final interesting fact we see in the genealogy of Adamisthat! Rl YQ& 3ISy St f 238 LR
Christ.The amazing thing about scripture is that the thread of redemption is running through its pages.
From the sacrifice in the GardenofEden t o ¢l ot h Adam and Eve to Seth 1
Noah who was found righteous and God saves Him fr
carry the 'seed’; it al | | eads to Jes bhagdyouafdou see,
me in mind and he had a plan to bring a Savior who would save us from the penalty of sin. It is amazing
to see how God works in the very details of history to bring about His plan and His purpose. Just as God
has shaped history to bring salvation to the world, God also has a unique plan for you. It is His desire
that you love Him and have a relationship with Him. It is His desire that you serve Him and worship Him
all the days of your life. It is His desire to give you a home with Him forever in heaven. God is at work,
the question is, will you get in on it? W ll you



In the Beginning Chapter seven study guide

Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A Comprehensive study of Genesis 1-11 (chapter seven) www.chrisnoland.org

Genesis chapter five

Lesson Overview

The purpose of this lesson is to show the remarkable truths found in the genealogy of Adam.

Lesson QOutline

l. Why do we need to study the genealogies of scripture?

I nteresting facts that we | earn from Adam’ s
A. Further proof for a young earth

B. Separation of the line of Abel (Seth) and the line of Cain

C. The man that walked with God all the way to heaven

D. Methuselah is the oldest man recorded in scripture

A

M. dam’s Genealogy points us to Chri st

Additional Notes

Discussion Questions

What is the main reason for studying the genealogies of scripture?
How does the age of Adam give proof for a young earth?

What did Jesus say in Mark 10:6?

What is interesting about Abel being a keeper of sheep?

What one thing do we see Satan always trying to destroy in scripture?
Who walked with God in Genesis chapter five?

Who is the oldest man recorded in scripture?

NV A WN R

What is one thing about studying the genealogies of scripture that sticks out to you the most?
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Chapter 8: The rise of sin

Sin is a terrible thing. It is like a cancer that slowly spreads until it chokes the life out of you. All
of the problems that we see in our world today, all of the pain and the misery; is all a direct result of the
presence of sin in our world that began from the time that Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.
I n Genesis chapter six we find that the earth’s p
we also find the progression into a greater and greater state of sin. In this chapter we will examine just
how bad sin can get and the hurt that it brings to the heart of God.

In verse one and two of Genesis six we have the difficult issue regarding the sons of Godrlhere
have been many views as to who the sons of God are. One of those views is the angel view. This view
states that the sons of God are fallen angels who marry and bear children by human women. There is
some very good evidence to support thisview. The term ‘sons afer@God’'beinse teHeo !l
which in every other case in the Old Testament is used in reference to angels. There is also an ancient
interpretation that is supported by the book of Enoch. This view also claims 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6-7 as
support. Even with all this evidence we find a huge snag in this view. The New Testament clearly shows
in several incidents that sexuality is not attributed to angels. (Matt. 22:30, Mark 12:25, Luke 20:34-35).
Though this view can be compelling, and is one that | have personally held to in the past, it has its
probl ems. Anot her view concerning who tShtldte-' sons
Cainite view. This view says that the sons of God are men from the godly line of Seth who inter-marry
with Cainite women. This actually appears to be a very natural interpretation of this passage, but it has
not been widely supported due to the lack of dealing with the actual terminology in this passage.
However, this is another view that is also compelling to me because it simply makes sense. When
believers and non-believers inter-marry, we find a host of problems and a rise in worldliness and sin. In
many ways the church today has inter-married with the world and as a result it is hard to tell a
difference between someone who claims to be a believer and someone who is not. There is certainly a
very good principle that can be applied with the support of this view. There is also another view which
asserts that the sons of God are political rulers who committed the moral sin of forced polygamy. This
view is called the noble view. Those who hold to this view focus on the phrase that they took wives

“from all which they choose.’ When it comes to t
would point to such an idea. A final view that manyholdc oncer ni ng t he demon-ns of (
possessedview. Thi s vi ew says that t-hossessedsmem Fhis could beGo d’ wer

explanation for the punishment given to the angels that sinned in Jude 6. Jude 6 describes angels who

left their habitation perhaps to inhabit the bodies of humans. These angels are now described as being

in prison in hell. This is another view that | could personally accept. Three out of the four views

presented are views that, | believe, can be easily accepted. This is defiantly a difficult passage to

consider, however, it must be noted that in no way is there multiple meanings. God knows the truth and

He has given us the truth even though in our finite minds we cannot understand all things. This is just

one of those things that perhaps we will know and understand when we get to heaven. Whatever view

you take concerning the ‘sons of God’ it has no b
to the authenticity of the Word of God.



In verse three we see the striving of GodThis term refers to keeping down, rule, judge, or strive
with a man by moral force. We can say that this is referring to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. It
is said here that God will not strive with man forever. In other words, there is a point in time in which
God says enoughisenough and He wil | remove His convioct
striving with man has reached a crisis point and time is about up. God even shows how He has given the
people an exact time period for them to repent. They were given 120 years. This is believed to date back
sometime before the birth of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, as there is only about 100 years between their
birth and the flood. There are several things we can learn here. One is that God will not touch the free

agency of his rational creatures. In other words, God will never force anyone to believe in Him. To be

given faith, hope, love, and forgiveness in an involuntary way would contradict the very nature of God.
He does not force salvation on anyone though He offers salvation to everyone. Secondly, God will, after
giving ample warning, instruction, and invitation, He will as a just judgment on the unbelieving and

unrepentant heart, withdraw His Spirit and leave them alone. This time period that we see here in this
passage is fastapproachi ng t he removal of the Spirit’s

for you, but He does have one. He will give you ample opportunities to turn from yourself and to turn to
Him in repentance and obedience. If you do not trust in Him during His time for you then all hope will be
|l ost . This is why, ‘today is the day of sa

opportunity to accept Jesus as your Lord and

salvation that He is offering to you before your time runs out.

In verse four of Genesis six weseether esul ts of the ungGadTh
of fspring of the '‘sons of God’ were strong
and great mental strength. These men were powerful, indicating an emphasis on themselves instead of

humbleness before God. We learn here that when we continue in sin it results in a greater rise in
humanistic thinking. It is a desire to become great and to handle life on our own apart from God. The
lesson we need to understand is that the more we continue in sin, the further away from God we
become. We begin to rely upon ourselves, rather than relying on God.

In verse five and six we see that sin grieves the heart of God. The rise of sin has come to the

eyes of God and He sees that man is living in a continual state of sin. At this point,it* r epent ed’

He had made man. This does not mean that God changed his mind. The better translation here is that it
‘“gr i ev e dThisitdahadthréponmorghic expression for the pain of Divine love for sinful man. This
shows us that when we sin, it grieves God. He is hurt by it, just as a parent who is hurt by rebellious
actions of their children. I don’t know ab
desire to be pleasing to God, to be acceptable to Him, and not to cause Him pain.

Finally, in verse seven we see the justice of God. God decides that He must punish His creation
for the rise of sin and He decides to destroy man with a flood. You see, sin cannot be overlooked. It
cannot go unpunished, it must be dealt with. Ultimately, God dealt with the penalty of sin on the cross.
However, even for those who are believers, we must understand that there are consequences for sin in
this life. When we continue in sin, we will face consequences. This is not because God enjoys punishing
us. He punishes us because He loves us. | discipline my children, not to be mean, but because | love

i ng
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learn here is that God has a specific time table for every individua. Y o u  wi | | never know Go
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them. God disciplines us out of love. Are you facing the discipline of God? Is there some sin that has
hindered your relationship with Him? If so, get i t right before God’'s time ta
days of Noah, God is warning us to turn from our wicked ways and turn to Him. How will we respond?



In the Beginning Chapter eight study guide

Reading Assignment
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Genesis 6:1-7

Lesson Overview

Now that earth is well populated, we see the continual rise of sin. Things get so bad during this time
period that God decides to destroy the earth with a flood.

Lesson Outline

The *‘sons-2of God’ (6:1

A.
B.
C.
D.

The angel view

The Sethite-Cainite view
The noble view

The demon-possessed view

The striving of God (6:3)

A. God will not touch the free agency of his rational creatures
B. God will, after giving ample warning, instruction, and invitation, He will as just judgment
on the unbelieving heart, withdraw His Spirit and leave them alone
C. God has a specific time table for every individual
M. Theresultsoftheungodly acts of the ‘sons of God’
V. Sin grieves the heart of God (6:5-6)
V. The justice of God (6:7)
Additional Notes
Discussion Questions
In your opinion, whichviewconc er ni ng t he ‘sons of God’ ma k e

P whPR

Is God striving with you? How will you respond?

Have you done things that grieve the heart of God?

Was God just in sending the flood?

(6:

t

h

£


http://www.chrisnoland.org/

Chapter 9: The Great Flood

The great flood as recorded in scripture has been under scrutiny for many years. Some will say
that the flood was just a local flood; others will say that the flood never even happened. However, the
proof for the flood is overwhelming especially in the science of geology. A careful study of rock layers
and fossils show that at one time in earth’s hist
earth to be covered with water. Fossils of marine animals have been found on some of the highest
mountains in the world. Contrary to what many secular geologist would say; an in-depth study of the
Grand Canyon reveals how the canyon was formed by a whole lot of water in a short period of time and
not a little bit of water over a long period of time. When you examine the changes that have occurred as
a result of other catastrophic events such as the eruption of Mount St. Helen, we find that a huge event
such as a world-wide flood would drastically change the appearance of the earth in just a short period of
time. Not only do we have the physical evidence for a world-wide flood, but we also have this historical
account written in a book by God, the Bible. We must remember that the Bible is the final authority in
all matters and if the Bible says there was a world-wide flood; then we can firmly, without any doubt,
believe that there was indeed a world-wide flood.

There are several things to consider in our study of the great flood. First of all notice, the reason

for the flood.The reason for the flood is described to us in the first seven verses of Genesis chapter six.

In these verses, we find that with the population of the earth, sin also rapidly grew. It got to the point

where God could only find one truly righteous man, Noah. Sin, of course, cannot be ignored. Because of

God’ s g foremarikind] He could not allow them to continue in sin. Therefore, God decided that

He would judge the world for its sin and send a world-wide flood. Noah, found grace in the eyes of God

and God decided to save Noah and his family along with two of every kind of land creature. The flood

was God’s just judgment on sin. This judgment o0c«
the earth from sin and give mankind a second chan
also the same reason for the cross. Jesus came down to this earth and died on the cross in order to pay

the penalty of sin for us. He died because of your sin and my sin. It is interesting to see the parallel here.

Just as God provided a way of salvation from HiswrathinNoa h’ s day, God provides ¢
for us today through the cross of Jesus Christ.

A second thing to make noteofisD2 RQ& A y & ( NH&@ find tReyindtrudiichs tHat2sbdK ®
gives to Noah in Genesis 6:13-21. There are two things that welearnf r om God’ s instruct.
The first lesson we learn is that God give precise instructions. God told Noah every detail. He told him

what kind of wood to use, the exact dimensions for the ark, and even how to put it all together. He also
gives Noah detailed instructions on bringing in two of every kind of animal and even the need for food
both for his family and the animals. This detailed instruction given to Noah shows that God is very
precise in His instructions to man. He has given us His word, the Bible, in order to reveal to us all that He
desires that we know about Him. He has given us detailed information on everything from the creation
of the world, the fall of man, the great flood, the scattering of peoples at the tower of Babel, the
promise of a savior, the salvation provided through the cross, marriage and family, raising children,
handling finances, al | the way to what wil/ happe
questions that we have about life. As a matter of fact, when you have a high view of scrip t ur e , you do



need to look to outside sources. The Bible is really all we need. That brings us to the second thing that

we | earn from God’s instruct i oasguateDstridtoss.linotheGo d’ s i
wor ds, Noah did not need any more information. Go
have a good marri age, |l ook to God’'s Word, it’s a
chil dr en, | ook t o GtfygbuwvantMbnowdhow té hindlsyouafindncesylankito n e e d .

God’' s Word, it’'s al/l you nheed. I f you want to Kknc¢
you need. I f you want to know the way oulwantte heave
know what wil/ happen in the future, l ook to God’
to every question. It provides comfort, hope, j 0
need!

A third thing we learn in this historical account of the great floodisb 2 I K Q& h NoScRiA Sy OS @
verse 22 of chapter 6 that Noah did ‘' @dewaewedi ng t o
to respond to God’'s Word? We respond ton@&od’ s Wo
guestioned what God was doing. He never doubted God; he simply did what God said. Any other

response we have toward God’'s Word, other than pe
doing bad things. Sin is missing the mark. Our mark is the Word of God, the Bible. Anytime we do things

the Bible tells us not to do, we have sinned. Any
sinned. Today, many believers have fallenohnto th

His Word. If we desire the Holy Spirit of God to move in our lives and in our church, we must respond to
His Word in complete obedience without question and without compromise.

Another thing we see in the historical account of the great flood is the Goming into the arkin
chapter seven we see Noah, his family, and the animals coming into the ark. It is important to note that
God told Noah to bring in every ani mal after its
the ark, includingthedi nosaur *“ ki nd’ . It has been discovered
living things contain huge genetic codes that allow them to reproduce and adapt in a way that can
create many species. This is not evolving into higher forms of species, but changes and adaptations
within a species. For example, all Noah need on the ark was a male cat and a female cat. The genetic
codes in those cats contain all the information needed to produce every type of cat we see today. The
same is true when itcomestodogs and horses, and all other ani mal
t hat human beings are capable of the same thing.
all come from one common ancestor, Adam and Eve. Everything needed in order for life to continue and
for the amazing variety of life and culture to be as we see it today was in the ark. There is a spiritual
lesson that we learn here, however. For many years, while building the ark, Noah was preaching to the
people of his day. He warned them about the coming flood and their need for repentance and turning to
God. The ark was their way of salvation, all they needed to do was to believe and enter into the ark.
Today, all we need to do is believe and enter into the saving grace of Jesus that was given to us at the
cross. God is not asking you to do anything. He is not even asking you to do good deeds, He is just
standing there with His arms stretched wide, compelling you to come in. The door to heaven is open, all
you must do is believe and enter.



A final important fact to consider is the actual historical description of the flood@he scripture
tells us in Genesis chapter seven that it rained upon the earth for forty days and nights. Not only was
there constant torrential rainfall, but the fountains of the deep broke open. Imagine how catastrophic
the fl ood was. Huge walls of water gushing out 0
over the planet, so much that even the highest mountains were covered with water. This was an event
unlike anything we have ever seen in our modern time. The flood carved out massive canyons within
days. It changed the entire landscape of the earth. It carried huge layers of sediment all across the
globe. Animal fossils were rapidly formed and placed all over the earth even on the highest of
mountains. As a result of the flood, huge violent storms would sweep across the planet for years after
the flood. High water temperatures caused massive hurricanes. As a result of the rise in water
temperature the water evaporated quickly, cooling the atmosphere and causing huge snow storms that
led to the ice age. From the time of the flood to perhaps even hundreds of years after, the earth was
very unstable and it caused drastic changes to the earth, evidence of such changes can be seen to this
day. What can we learn from all of this? We learn that when God gives us His Word, He means business.
He does not do anything halfway. He goes all out in order to rid the world of sin so much so that He
went all the way to the cross; giving His life so that sin can be paid for and mankind could have the hope
of eternal i fe. I don’t know about you, but I a
mankind, He would have never sent the flood. If God did not love you and me, He would have never
gone to the cross. Thank God for His great love!



In the Beginning Chapter nine study guide

Reading Assignment

In the Beginning: A comprehensive study of Genesis 1-11 (chapter nine) www.chrisnoland.org

Genesis 6-7

Suggested Study Material

Creation Library DVD Series: Rock Strata, Fossils, and the Flood by Dr. Andrew Snelling

Coming to grips with Genesis by Dr. Terry Mortenson and Dr. Thane H. Ury

LessorOverview

This lesson will shed light on the historical account of a world-wide flood and the lessons that we learn
from the Biblical account of the flood.

Lesson Qutline

l. The reason for the flood (6:1-7)

I. God’'s instruct2))ons to Noah (6:13
A. Precise Instructions
B. Adequate Instructions

M. Noah’' s Obedience (6:22)

V. Coming into the ark (7:1-16)

V. Historical description of the flood (7:10-24)

Additional Notes

Discussion Questions

1. What is some of the evidence that we see today for a world-wide flood?

2.ls the Bible all you need in order to understa
3. Isthe Bible clear in its instructions? How and Why?

4. What are some of the climatic events that most likely occurred as a result of the flood?

5. How did Noah fit all those animals in the ark?
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